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What man of you, 

having a hundred 

sheep, if he loses 

one of them, does 

not leave the 

ninety-nine in the 

wilderness, and 

go a�er the one 

which is lost  

First-Century Christianity 
Is it possible for people living today simply to be New Testament Christians? 

Can we be first-century Christians in the twenty-first century? So much is said 
today about “change”—and much change is evident. Computers, communica-

tions, and candidates are constantly changing. Must the gospel be changed to 
fit a changing world, or is the message of Christ’s sacrifice still enough for today 

(1 Corinthians 15:1–4)?  

    Man has not changed. In what is thought to be the oldest book in the Bible 

(Job), Job’s friend said that man “drinks iniquity like water!” (Job 15:16). That 
could be a description of people today. People now struggle with the same 

greed, lust, and bitterness as those of previous generations. Human nature     
today is as it was yesterday. Man has always been given the choice of good or 

evil (Deuteronomy 11:26) and has always—to some degree—chosen evil 

(Romans 3:23).  

   Man’s problem has not changed. In Noah’s days people were wicked; “The 

Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). In our day sin 

is still our problem. Man is sinful, ungodly. “There is not a just man on earth who 
does good and does not sin” (Ecclesiastes 7:20). There is not even one among  

accountable people who has not sinned (Romans 3:10, 23). Our problem is a    
common problem—sin.  

   Man’s hope has not changed. Jesus is our only hope. Paul spoke of “Christ . . . 

the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). Jesus “bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree” (1 Peter 2:24). Without this death man would be without hope. “Christ also 

suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God,  being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). Man’s hope is 

in the fact that Jesus suffered sin’s penalty in man’s place. Man is the same; sin is 
the same; man’s hope is the same. First-century Christianity is possible today. 

Through a return to New Testament teaching and in loving obedience to the 
gospel, we can be Christians only (Acts 2:36–47; Romans 6:1–6).  

God requires learning of Christ (Romans 10:17), belief in Christ (John 3:16), re-

pentance of sin (Acts 2:38), confession of faith (Romans 10:9–10), and baptism 
(Mark 16:16).  Have you obeyed the gospel?  If not, now is the time!  
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NEWS & NOTES. . .  

ASK FOR PRAYER 
Theron Shultz

SIGNATURE HEALTH CARE of HART COUNTY  

. 

FRIENDS IN OUR COMMUNITY  
Tim Shipley 
Daisy Haydon (neighbor & friend of Wayne & Becky) fell 
and broke bones in her leg, arm, wrist and thumb. 

PRAY FOR MISSION EFFORTS WE SUPPORT  
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks  

World English Institute (WEI) - Darrell Wallace 

Manna Project 

We are studying the book of Luke and are in ch. 3

1 am Dennis Hogan “Events That Define Jesus” #2 

  5 pm Dennis Hogan “Trusting God Without A Net”  #10 

+  +  +  +  +  + 

“You are the light of the world. . . . Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven” MATTHEW 5:14, 16  

 

 

 

Church Website 

WEI is the good work that Darrell 

Wallace is involved in around the 

world. He is in charge of teacher 

training and recruitment. 

New Facebook 

page 

You may listen to his previous sermons!!  Check it out!! 


